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December 3rd, 2009
Dear Parents:

The 2009 H1N1 influenza virus has caused illness ranging from mild to severe.  Many children have gotten the 2009 H1N1 infection and there have been large outbreaks in some schools across the country. Vaccination is the best way to protect your child from this potentially serious disease.  We expect that outbreaks of H1N1 will continue throughout the flu season.  Children and young adults from 6 months to 24 years are recommended to be vaccinated against 2009 H1N1 as soon as the vaccine is available. 
It is recommended that all children 6 months to 24 years of age get vaccinated against H1N1 unless they had a lab confirmed test documenting that they indeed had H1N1.  If your child was not tested, it is recommended that they get vaccinated.
H1N1 vaccination clinics have been scheduled with schools in Vilas County for STUDENTS ONLY.  Please visit our website for school clinic date/times.  We will be at the Arbor Vitae-Woodruff School on December 21st, 2009 at 9:00am.
The vaccination is free.  For children less than 10 years old, a second dose will be required after 28 days.  The health department will return to give the second dose, as vaccine is available.

Enclosed you will find the following documents:

· Vaccine information sheet on the injectable H1N1 flu vaccine

· Vaccine information sheet on the nasal spray H1N1 flu vaccine

· Consent form for your child to receive the H1N1 flu vaccine

The consent form needs to be returned to your child’s school by December 14th, 2009.  Please answer all questions.  If the consent form is returned incomplete, we will not vaccinate your child.  The H1N1 vaccine is produced in the same way as the seasonal flu vaccine.  Millions of American have received the seasonal flu vaccine over the years and it has an excellent safety record.  The determination of whether your child receives the nasal spray or injectable vaccine will be made by a registered nurse. 
For further information, contact the Vilas County Health Department at 715-479-3656, or visit www.vilaspublichealth.com 
Sincerely,
Gina Egan, Director/Health Officer
Vilas County Health Department













