From:  Gina Egan, Health Officer, Vilas County Public Health Dept

5/6/09: For Immediate Release

Lac du Flambeau School Reopens

Based on the most current medical information and recent changes to the School Closure Guidance from CDC, the Vilas County Public Health Department is reopening the Lac du Flambeau Grade School, Pre-K, and Headstart Program on Thursday, May 7th, 2009.

The CDC and Vilas County Public Health Departments are making the following recommendations for staff and students:

· Students, faculty or staff with influenza-like illness (fever with a cough or sore throat) should stay home and not attend school or go into the community except to seek medical care for at least 7 days even if symptoms resolve sooner. 

· Students, faculty and staff who are still sick 7 days after they become ill should continue to stay home from school until at least 24 hours after symptoms have resolved.
·  Students, faculty and staff who appear to have an influenza-like illness at arrival or become ill during the school day should be isolated promptly in a room separate from other students and sent home. 
· Parents and guardians should monitor their school-aged children, and faculty and staff should self-monitor every morning for symptoms of influenza-like illness. 
· Ill students should not attend alternative child care or congregate in settings other than school. 

To date, approximately ten Vilas County residents have been tested for the Influenza A (H1N1) Virus. Three have tested negative for this virus and the others are pending at the WI State Lab of Hygiene. 
For any questions or further information, please contact the Vilas County Public Health Department at 715-479-3656, or check our website at www.co.vilas.wi.us, and click on Departments, and Public Health.
Additional guidance can by found at the following websites:

Questions and Answers About Novel H1N1 Flu

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/qa.htm" 
What to Do If You Get Flu-Like Symptoms 
Interim Guidance for H1N1 Flu: Taking Care of a Sick Person in Your Home 

