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VILAS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECEIVES

GENEROUS DONATIONS FOR NEWBORNS

Eagle River, WI. Area churches have once again generously donated beautiful baby clothing and other items to the Vilas County Public Health Department. As part of the Feast of the Epiphany, members of St. Albert’s Catholic Church of Land O’ Lakes, St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Phelps, and St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church in Eagle River collected items for newborn babies. 

The Feast of the Epiphany represents the coming of the Magi bringing gifts to the Christ Child. To simulate the three wise men bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, parishioners donate new baby clothes, diapers, layettes, handmade baby blankets and other items for newborns. The entire collection is given to the Vilas County Public Health Department for distribution to new mothers participating in the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program.

The Vilas County Public Health Department provides maternal health services to promote healthy pregnancies. The Department receives Federal grants from the WIC program to provide supplemental foods, health care referrals, and nutrition education for low-income pregnant and postpartum women, their infants and children up to five years of age. In 2010 there were well over 300 families who benefitted from the WIC program in Vilas County.

 “It is really heartwarming to experience the generosity of this community, even in tough economic times such as these,” said Gina Egan, Director, Health Officer. “The women who participate in the WIC program truly appreciate these gifts for their newborns.”

 “We are very grateful to receive this donation from St. Peter Church each year, because the Federal funding we receive does not cover these items,” said Laurel Dreger, WIC Director. 

Additional services the Vilas County Public Health Department provides for pregnant women include a certified breastfeeding consultant, well water testing for households with a pregnant woman or a newborn, home visits for families with new babies, prenatal care coordination, and lead screening, education, resource and referral. For more information on any of these services call 715-479-3656.

The Vilas County Public Health Department offers a number of other services to the community, ranging from immunizations and preventive health programs to environmental health services. For more information about the Vilas County Public Health Department, please visit the website at www.VilasPublicHealth.com.
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Photo Captions: 

StAlberts2011donation.jpg - (left to right) Marge Behling, Mary Schiltz, Jim Behling (Vilas County Public Health Board Chair), Darlene Wasielewski, Bernadette Clesen and Michele Rein. 

StPetes2011donation.jpg – Marge Behling, Father Bob Koszarek, Mary Shepard, Jim Behling (Vilas County Public Health Board Chair), Sister Jeanne Wiest.







