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JANUARY IS RADON ACTION MONTH
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated January as National Radon Action Month. The aim of National Radon Action Month is to increase the public's awareness of radon, promote radon testing and mitigation, and advance the use of radon-resistant new construction practices. Vilas County Public Health and your local Town Halls have partnered to make radon testing kits easily accessible to you. 
Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer deaths among nonsmokers in America and claims the lives of about 20,000 Americans each year. It is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, and chemically inert radioactive gas. Formed by the natural radioactive decay of uranium in rock, soil, and water, radon occurs naturally at low levels in the earth throughout the United States. Unless it is specifically tested for, radon cannot be detected.

Simple test kits can reveal the amount of radon in any building. The EPA estimates that one in every 15 homes nationwide has a high level of radon at or above the recommended action level of 4 picoCuries (pCi/L) per liter of air. The EPA recommends taking the following steps to test your home for radon levels:
Step 1. Take a short-term test. If the result is 4 pCi/L or higher, take a follow-up test (Step 2) to confirm the test level.
Step 2. Follow up with either a long-term test or a second short-term test: 
· For a better understanding of your year-round average radon level, take a long-term test. 
· If you need results quickly, take a second short-term test.
The higher your initial short-term test result, the more certain you can be that you should take a short-term rather than a long-term follow up test. If your first short-term test result is more than twice EPA’s 4 pCi/L action level, you should take a second short-term test immediately.
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Step 3. 
· If you followed up with a long-term test: Fix your home if your long- term test result is 4 pCi/L or greater.

· If you followed up with a second short-term test: The higher your short-term results, the more certain you can be that you should fix your home. Consider fixing your home if the average of your first and second test is 4 pCi/L or higher.
Buildings with high levels can usually be fixed with simple and affordable venting techniques. The cost of reducing radon in your home depends on how your home was built and the extent of the radon problem. Most homes can be fixed for about the same cost as other common home repairs. The cost to fix can vary widely; consult with your state radon office or get one or more estimates from qualified contractors. The cost is much less if a passive system is installed during construction. 
During January, you can pick-up a radon testing kit at the Public Health Department or your local Town Hall for just $1.00. These kits usually cost $8.00. Call 715-479-3656 or visit the Vilas County Public Health Department website at www.VilasPublicHealth.com for additional information about radon.
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