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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  
Debbie Ketchum-Jircik
Phone:
715-891-3487
Date: 

April 11, 2011
NORTHLAND PINES COMMUNITY GARDEN
SPONSORS WORKSHOP

The Northland Pines Community Garden is breaking ground this spring with its first workshop. Jay Salinas of the Wormfarm Institute will be presenting a one-day program to teach participants how to build a hoop house. The Learning to Build a Hoop House workshop will take place on Saturday, May 21st, beginning at 8:00 am. It will run until 5:00 pm or until the hoop house construction is completed.

A hoop house is a sturdy, low cost and adaptable structure that has many uses. When covered with greenhouse plastic it can be used as a high tunnel for extending the growing season. By adding heat, a hoop house can be used as a greenhouse for starting plants. Some build hoop houses for sheltering livestock or to store equipment, hay or machinery.

This workshop will teach you how to construct your own hoop house using readily available materials and by building a simple jig to bend the hoops. Using this method will save you about 2/3 the cost of a manufactured unit.

This will be a hands-on workshop during which we will build a complete 48' x 18' hoop house. Familiarity in handling a range of common tools (drills, power saws, hammers, etc.) is recommended, but demonstrations on safe tool handling will be provided. Be prepared to participate, to learn and to share your ideas on using a hoop house.

Jay Salinas is nationally known for his research and innovations in agriculture. He is the former Co-Director of the highly acclaimed Growing Power in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, known as the “idea factory in farming.” He is the co-founder of the Neu Erth Wormfarm, a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) based in Reedsburg, Wisconsin. Jay is also co-founder of the Wormfarm Institute whose mission is to integrate culture and agriculture, where he heads the Re-enchantment of Agriculture project, which parallels between art and farming.  Jay has taught at the University level and also has instructed “at risk” youth. In recent years he finds himself traveling extensively to share his decades of research and knowledge to farmers. His workshops teach innovative techniques and ageless technologies that will enhance output and quality of the food produced.  
The workshop is sponsored in part by the Eagle River Animal Hospital. The cost of the workshop is $50.00 for adults and $25.00 for students (including college). The fee includes a continental breakfast and a lunch. The hoop house constructed that day will remain at the Community Garden. Please register by Monday, May 16th by calling Debbie Jircik at 715-479-9737 or by email at northlandpinesgarden@gmail.com or by mailing to: Debbie Jircik, Northland Pines Community Garden, 3720 Gaffney Drive, Eagle River WI 54521.
 The Northland Pines Community Garden is located behind the high school near the Phoenix Center. The workshop will take place on the garden site.

###

[image: image2.jpg]—

330 COURT STREET
EAGLE RIVER, Wi 54521
Phone: (715) 479-3656
Toll Free (866) 845-2726
FAX (715) 479-3741

VILAS
COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH
DEPARTMENT





Photo caption: Jay Salinas, presenter of the Learning to Build a Hoop House workshop on May 21.
