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KIDS DON’T FLOAT!
Eagle River, WI. When the summer heat is in full swing, everyone wants to be near a cool, refreshing body of water. Swimming in the inviting lakes of the Northwoods can be a welcome change to swimming in the confines of a traditional swimming pool. There is a sense of freedom that comes with a large expanse of open water. However, it is important to pay attention to certain safety tips while you enjoy that swim, because kids don’t float.
Most people don't think much about water safety. For people between the ages of 5 and 24, drowning is the second leading cause of accidental death. Many water-related accidents can be avoided by knowing how to stay safe and following a few simple guidelines.
· Children should wear a life jacket or vest around open water and when on a boat.
· Actively supervise children in and around open bodies of water, giving them your undivided attention. Appoint a designated “water watcher” taking turns with other adults, even when a lifeguard is on duty.

· Never swim alone!
· Make sure children swim only in areas designated for swimming.
· Teach children not to dive into unknown bodies of water, or water less than nine feet deep.
· Learn infant and child CPR and keep a phone nearby to call 911 in case of an emergency. 
When swimming in open water, safety should be the number one priority. Being prepared will make you feel more comfortable and in charge. Use caution, but don’t forget to enjoy all the wonderful aspects of open water. Remember: Kids don’t float!
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