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LOCK UP YOUR PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS
At the recent Health Fair at the Eagle River Memorial Hospital, the message from Vilas County Public Health was to lock up all your prescription medications. Many teens say that it is easier to obtain prescription drugs than it is to buy beer. To stress the importance of responsibly storing medications, the Vilas County Public Health Department gave away a small safe that could be used to lock up prescriptions. 

“I’m glad I won the safe. I was not aware how serious the problem was in Vilas County, but I will be taking greater precautions with my prescription medications,” said Shirley Entringer of Eagle River.
The Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention (ASAP) is a coalition that recently formed to combat the growing problems of substance abuse in our county. This community action group is looking for interested volunteers to help create awareness of the misuse of prescription drugs as well as implement strategies that will change the way people think regarding the use of tobacco and alcohol. ASAP meets once each month to discuss new trends, ideas for educating to the public, and working with teenagers to discourage the abuse of tobacco, alcohol, and tobacco in a creative fashion. If you would like to learn more about ASAP, please contact Heidi Nykolayko at the Vilas County Public Health Department at 715-479-3786. 
###
Photo caption:  Shirley Entringer won a fire proof safe to store her prescription medications in from the Vilas County Public Health Department at the Health Fair held at the Eagle River Memorial Hospital.
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