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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Gina Egan  

Vilas County Public Health, (715) 479-3656
Date:

January 26, 2010
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFERS DISCOUNTED 
RADON SCREENING TEST KITS
Radon is an odorless and tasteless potential health hazard in your home since it can persist undetected. It is very easy to determine if your home has a Radon issue with the use of a Radon Screening Test Kit provided by the Vilas County Public Health Department. During the month of February, the kits will be available for just $5.00 each. 

Radon is a radioactive gas found throughout the United States that is naturally released in rock, soil, and water from the natural decay of uranium. Outdoor levels are typically very low and are not a threat to human health. However, Radon can accumulate to dangerous levels inside buildings. The only way to know if your home is safe is to test. 
The testing process is very simple. The test kit is removed from a plastic bag and placed on a flat surface in your home within the breathing zone – between two to seven feet off the floor – in the lowest livable level. The kit must be placed at least three feet away from any windows or doors and at least six inches from any wall or large stationary object. During the test period, the kit cannot be moved or disturbed in any way.
An information card accompanies each kit. This card requests specific information, including the start and end time of the test. Once the test kit has been exposed for two days or at least 48 hours, the test kit and information card are mailed to a laboratory for evaluation. The kit cannot be exposed longer than 96 hours. Results of the test are received from the laboratory within three weeks. 
-more-
 Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer deaths among non-smokers in America, claiming about 20,000 American lives each year. You can easily prevent continuous exposure to high levels of Radon by testing your home with a kit supplied by the Vilas County Public Health Department. To obtain a Radon Screening Test Kit, call the Vilas County Public Health Department at 715-479-3656 and press 9. Each kit is discounted to $5.00 until February 28, 2010. Visit www.VilasPublicHealth.com/ehradon.htm for more information about Radon. 

###
