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VACCINATION CLINICS CONTINUE IN VILAS COUNTY
Vilas County Public Health Department continues to offer the H1N1 vaccine in area schools. To date the Health Department has vaccinated hundreds of individuals in public clinics held in communities throughout the county.   

Vaccination Strongly Encouraged

Although H1N1 illness levels have begun to decline in Wisconsin, vaccination remains important for preventing this disease.  Dr. Roderick Brodhead, Director of Emergency Services at Eagle River Memorial Hospital and Howard Young Medical Center says there are two misunderstandings he would like to clear up.  
First, although many people believe that if they or their children were ill this fall, they must have had H1N1, they may well have had another illness.  “The symptoms of influenza are similar to those caused by many other viruses. Most people who had flu-like illness cannot be completely sure that they had H1N1 flu,” Dr. Brodhead said.  Unless the illness was tested and laboratory confirmed as H1N1, vaccination is still recommended.  It is not harmful to receive the vaccine if you had the disease.   
Second, many people think the H1N1 pandemic is done.  “We continue to have cases of H1N1 illness and could experience a third wave of the pandemic, so it is still important to protect 
-more-
yourself and your family,” Dr. Brodhead added.  Key ways to protect yourself or loved ones include vaccination, covering coughs and sneezes, washing hands, and staying home when you are ill.  
H1N1 Status in Wisconsin

Wisconsin has seen a modest decrease in H1N1 flu activity across the state, but flu activity is still much higher than normal for this time of year. So far in Wisconsin, there have been 43 deaths and 1060 hospitalizations due to H1N1.   

For further information about influenza, visit the Vilas County Public Health Web site at www.VilasPublicHealth.com. For general information about H1N1 vaccination: call 2-1-1 or go to www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu.
###
###


