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2009 H1N1 Vaccine Distribution Target Groups Prioritized in Response to Smaller Current Supply
Yesterday, the WI Department of Health Services informed local health departments that the supply of 2009 H1N1 vaccine available nationwide and in Wisconsin could remain limited during the next several weeks.  The slowdown in vaccine production is due to slow growth of the virus in the vaccine production system.  
“With less vaccine available we need to be more targeted in how we use the limited supply we have” said Gina Egan, Vilas County Health Officer. The Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Wisconsin Department of Health Services recommends health professionals vaccinate the following individuals within the target groups:

· Health care and emergency medical services personnel who have direct contact with patients or infectious material 

· Pregnant women

· Children age 6 months to 4 years

· Persons who live with or provide care for infants age 6 months or younger, such as parents, siblings, daycare providers

· Children and adolescents age 5 to 18 years who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for influenza-related complications  These conditions include: 
· chronic pulmonary (including asthma)

· cardiovascular (except hypertension), renal, hepatic, cognitive, neurologic/neuromuscular, hematological or metabolic disorders (including diabetes mellitus),

· immunosuppression (including immunosuppression caused by medications or by human immunodeficiency virus)

· those receiving long-term aspirin therapy.  

As of Tuesday, October 27, 2009 Wisconsin has been allocated a total of 407,000 doses of H1N1 vaccine. CDC continues to stress that there will be more than enough H1N1 vaccine available for everyone who wants it, but it will take time.

For more information and updates, access the Vilas County Health Department Web site at: www.vilaspublichealth.com . The public can also seek information about H1N1 disease and vaccination by calling 2-1-1.  
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